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ORIGIN NEA-12 
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TO AMEMBASSY ANKARA PRIORITY 
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E.O. 16652: N/A 
TAGS: OGEN, TU 

SUB J : NEWS ARTICLE CONTAINING ALLEGATION ABOUT AMBASSADOR 

THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE BY SANFORD J. UNGAR, APPEARED IN THE 
WASHINGTON POST, JULY 25, 1973: 

QUOTE PLOT TO GET ELLSBERG REVEALED. MEMOS DETAIL WHITE 
HOUSE SMEAR PLAN. - THE WHITE HOUSE CHARTED A CONCERTED 
EFFORT IN AUGUST, 1971, TO DISCREDIT DANIEL ELLSBERG, THE 
FORMER GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL WHO DISCLOSED THE TOP-SECRET 
PENTAGON PAPERS, AND TO MAKE POLITICAL CAPITAL OF THAT 
DISCLOSURE, ACCORDING TO DOCUMENTS RELEASED BY THE SENATE 
SELECT WATERGATE COMMITTEE YESTERDAY. 

BASED ON PROMISES OF HELP FROM THE DEPARTMENTS OF STATE, 
DEFENSE AND JUSTICE AND THE LEADERSHIP OF THE HOUSE ARMED 
SERVICES COMMITTEE, THE WHITE HOUSE EFFORT INCLUDED "A 
COVERT OPERATION" AT THE OFFICE OF ELLSBERG'S PSYCHIATRIST, 

"AN ALL-OUT ADVERSARY INTERROGATION," OF THOSE WHO PREPARED 
THE PENTAGON PAPERS AND A PROPOSED STAGE-MANAGED CONGRES- 
SIONAL INVESTIGATION OF THE PAPERS. 

ACCORDING TO THE DOCUMENTS, SUBMITTED TO THE WATERGATE 
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COMMITTEE BY FORMER WHITE HOUSE STAFFER DAVID R. YOUNG, 
THESE PEOPLE COORDINATED THE EFFORT: 

- J. FRED BUZHARDT, THEN GENERAL COUNSEL AT THE 
DEFENSE DEPARTMENT AND NOW SPECIAL COUNSEL TO 
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PRESIDENT NIXON. 

ROBERT C. MARDIAN, THEN ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 
IN CHARGE OF THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT'S INTERNAL 
SECURITY DIVISION AND NOW IN HIS FAMILY'S PHOENIX 
CONSTRUCTION BUSINESS AND UNDER INVESTIGATION IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE WATERGATE AFFAIR. 

WILLIAM B. MACOMBER JR., A CAREER STATE DEPARTMENT 
OFFICIAL WHO WAS THEN DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY OF 
STATE FOR ADMINISTRATION AND IS NOW U.S. AMBASSADOR 
TO TURKEY. 

ONE MEMO, SENT BY YOUNG TO FORMER PRESIDENTIAL ADVISER 
JOHN D. EHRLICHMAN ON AUGUST 26, 1971, DESCRIBES A 
MEETING THAT BUZHARDT, MARDIAN AND MACOMBER HELD A MONTH 
EARLIER WITH REP. F. EDWARD HEBERT (D-LA.), CHAIRMAN OF 
THE HOUSE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE, AND REP. LESLIE C. 

ARENDS (R-ILL.), THE HOUSE REPUBLICAN WHIP, IN WHICH THE 
CONGRESSMEN AGREED TO BEGIN AN INVESTIGATION. 

AS EXPLAINED IN THE YOUNG MEMO, HEBERT AND ARENDS, THEN 
THE RANKING REPUBLICANS ON THE HOUSE COMMITTEE, "AGREED 
THAT MARDIAN, MACOMBER AND BUZHARDT WOULD SET THE FORMAT, 
SUPPLY THE SUBSTANTIVE DATA AND DEVELOP THE SCENARIO." 

"THE PLAN THEN," AS YOUNG PUT IT, "WAS TO SLOWLY DEVELOP 
A VERY NEGATIVE PICTURE AROUND THE WHOLE PENTAGON STUDY 
AFFAIR ... AND THEN TO IDENTIFY ELLSBERG'S ASSOCIATES 
AND SUPPORTERS ON THE NEW LEFT WITH THIS NEGATIVE IMAGE." 

ULTIMATELY, YOUNG WROTE TO EHRLICHMAN, THE INTENDED 
RESULT OF THE CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION "WOULD BE TO 
SHOW ( 1 ) HOW THEY WERE INTENT ON UNDERMINING THE POLICY 
OF THE GOVERNMENT THEY WERE SUPPOSEDLY SERVING, AND (2) 

HOW THEY HAVE SOUGHT TO PUT THEMSELVES ABOVE THE LAW." 
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ANOTHER PART OF THE SCHEME, ACCORDING TO YOUNG'S MEMO, WAS 
TO COORDINATE THE CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION WITH THE 
"PLANTING" OF NEGATIVE INFORMATION ABOUT ELLSBERG IN 
THE PRESS, PERHAPS INCLUDING MATERIAL THAT WAS TO BE 
OBTAINED FROM THE PSYCHIATRIST’S OFFICE IN LOS ANGELES. 

REACHED BY TELEPHONE LAST NIGHT, BOTH HEBERT AND ARENDS 
SAID THEY COULD NOT RECALL THE MEETING, OR ANY WHITE 
HOUSE EFFORTS TO FORCE AN INVESTIGATION AND DIRECT AND 
CONTROL ITS DEVELOPMENT. 

HEBERT DESCRIBED THE CONTENTS OF THE MEMORANDUM AS "THE 
MOST RIDICULOUS THING I EVER HEARD ... SHEER FANTASY." 

HE SAID THERE HAD NEVER BEEN THE "FAINTEST SUGGESTION BY 
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THE WHITE HOUSE THAT IT WANTED TO WRITE A SCENARIO." 

ANOTHER MEMO SUBMITTED TO THE COMMITTEE BY YOUNG, 

DATED AUG. 11, 1971, SHOWED THAT EHRLICHMAN SPECIFICALLY 
APPROVED A RECOMMENDATION BY YOUNG AND FORMER WHITE HOUSE 
AIDE EGIL KROGH JR. "THAT A COVERT OPERATION BE UNDER- 
TAKEN TO EXAMINE ALL THE MEDICAL FILES STILL HELD BY 
ELLSBERG'S PSYCHOANALYST COVERING THE TWO-YEAR PERIOD 
IN WHICH HE WAS UNDERGOING ANALYSIS." 

UNDERNEATH HIS APPROVAL, EHRLICHMAN WROTE IN:"IF DONE 
UNDER YOUR ASSURANCE THAT IT IS NOT TRACEABLE." 

IN TESTIMONY BEFORE THE COMMITTEE YESTERDAY, EHRLICHMAN 
CONFIRMED THAT THE INITIAL ON THE MEMO WAS HIS, BUT THAT 
HE DID NOT REALIZE AT THE TIME THAT A BURGLARY WAS 
CONTEMPLATED. NONETHELESS, HE ARGUED THAT SUCH A 
BURGLARY WAS WITHIN THE PRESIDENT'S POWERS TO PROTECT 
NATIONAL SECURITY. 

(REVELATION OF THE BURGLARY WAS ONE FACTOR THAT LED TO 
THE DISMISSAL OF ALL CRIMINAL CHARGES AGAINST ELLSBERG 
AND HIS CO-DEFENDANT, ANTHONY J. RUSSO JR., IN MAY. 

A LOS ANGELES COUNTY GRAND JURY IS NOW INVESTIGATING 
THE BURGLARY.) 

THE DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED BY YOUNG, WHICH SHOW THE EXTENT 
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OF THE WHITE HOUSE'S INVOLVEMENT AND INTEREST IN THE 
INVESTIGATION AND PROSECUTION OF ELLSBERG, ALSO INCLUDED 
THESE DISCLOSURES: 

- THAT A TEAM DIRECTED BY BUZHARDT PLANNED "AN 
ALL-OUT ADVERSARY INTERROGATION" OF FORMER 
DEFENSE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS INVOLVED IN 
PREPARATION OF THE PENTAGON PAPERS AND OF 
OFFICIALS AT THE RAND CORP. IN SANTA MONICA, 

WHERE ELLSBERG ONCE WORKED. 

- THAT THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION AT ONE TIME 
CONTEMPLATED INDICTMENTS AGAINST OTHERS IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE LEAK OF THE TOP-SECRET 
STUDY, INCLUDING LESLIE H. GELB AND MORTON H. 

HALPERIN, WHO DIRECTED THE TASK FORCE THAT 
PREPARED IT. 

- THAT K. DUN GIFFORD, A FORMER AIDE TO 
SEN. EDWARD M. KENNEDY (D-MASS.), WAS 
SUSPECTED OF HELPING ELLSBERG PASS THE PENTAGON 
PAPERS TO THE NEW YORK TIMES AND THAT ELLSBERG 
WAS BELIEVED TO HAVE A "WHOLE DISTRIBUTION 
NETWORK." 
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- THAT FORMER WHITE HOUSE AIDE CHARLES COLSON 
WAS ASKED BY EHRLICHMAN TO DEVELOP "A GAME PLAN 
AS TO HOW AND WHEN" THE MATERIALS OBTAINED 
FROM ELLSBERG'S PSYCHIATRIST'S OFFICE SHOULD 

BE USED BY THE WHITE HOUSE. 

- THAT GIFFORD AND TWO OFFICIALS OF THE INSTITUTE 
FOR POLICY STUDIES IN WASHINGTON, RICHARD BARNET 
AND MARCUS RASKIN. HAD BEEN "OVERHEARD "-APPARENT- 
LY IN GOVERNMENT ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE. UNQUOTE. 
ROGERS 
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« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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